S s CALFED - Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement
—4 BAY-DEITA Notﬂce of Preparation to Prepare an Environmental Impact Report

PR'AM | March 1996

(AT

develop long- term solutions to the problems affecting the San Francisco
.Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta (Bay-Delta system). The
ding effort focuses on ecosystem quality, water supply reliability,

; ;ng meetmgs will be used to sohc; i early input from
¢ public and agencies regarding alternatives, concerns, and issues tobe
oint programmatic environmental impact statement/

t (B1S/ EIR) and second they w111 prov1de an’

,Scopmg is the first stepnm environmental problem‘ savmg 7 Scopmg 52
[OCESS £0 Ide ify public as eissuesand,

NSUTE that the document ad%uately addresses relevan

Important Telephone Numbers:
To receive additional scoping meeting notices or newsletters orto
) be placed on the mailing list for public meetings, please call Ms. Beth
ram wﬂI'prcwde nUMerous opportunities for Partlmpa’ggn by © . Chambersat (916) 657-2666. A telephone device for the hearm '
] = impaired (TDD) is available from TDD phones at 1-800-735- 2929
from voice phones at 1-800-735-2922. :

e:Dro

To Comment: )
Written comments or concerns on the scope of alternatives, issues
g to be addressed in the programmatic EIS/EIR, and impacts to be
“public meetings throughout Cahforma‘to provide an opportunityfor. = : -7 considered should be sent no later than April 26,199 to:

3158 DRI

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Water Supply minimize conﬂrct among | ; beneficial uses of Bay-Delta
system water and reduce the mismatch between Bay-Delta water

supplies and current and projected beneficial uses dependent oti'the Bay—
Delta system, and

,he health of the Bay -Delta system while addressmg tt

lents and the economy. The Program s is conducting 2

gy and the actions necessary to improve water and ecosystem quality,
provide water for all beneficial uses, and minimize Delfa system vulnerability.
ALFED mprises the foﬂowmg agencies:

ecosyStem |
Delta levees:

~ . What Is the Geographlc Scope 'of the CALFED Bay--
Delta Program?

Establishing an appropriate geographrc scope sentral to the Programs s
* - success. Specifically, the geographic problem scope 1 the legally defined Delta, -
 Suisun Bay and Suisun Marsh. The Program addresses problems that exist
" within these boundaries or are cIosely linked to this area, and related to, water
" management and beneficial economic and environmental use of water. The
" scope of possible solutions to the problems in the Bay- ~Delta system mcludes dny
~_action that can be implemented or influenced by the CALFED ‘agencies,
N regardless of whether its 1mplemerrtatron takes plac within the Bay-Delta area

Department of Fish and Game
California Environmental Protection Agency

nd erdhfe Servrc?

The geographrc scope of alternatives bemg an: ,yzed ’m the prograrnmatrc
‘EIS/EIR could include at least the Central Valley \gatershed the Southern ‘
* California water system and the Pacific Ocean.

By S B N O N U

I rehegsrve plzrn that w will 1 restore ecologrcal healthland rmprove S

'emeﬁ? béneﬁcral u
t%

-,@ﬁ

duced reliability of its functions. osesaserrous threat
?,%é ty po

DCSSCS agncul } d envrronmenta

System

Tt o

he four Kg' B_ e ;@ys_tem prob ater qualt ecosystem
uality, water supply, and Delta system valnerability. The four main |

- to improve and in

i v o

,ﬁmctro

)
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: What ls an EIS" What Is an E|R7 o : : , and pohcy changes, habltat restoration, and water ﬂow adjustments that o

* together form a comprehensive solution to problems in the Bay—Delta Each

-~ draft alternative is designed to include a balanced array of actrons that, when '
combmed solve many problems srmultaneously : ST

© “An environmental impact statement (EIS) is a public document prepared by
. afederal agency that provides a fuﬂ and fair discussion of significant environ-

~ mental impacts that could occur as a result of a project, and informs the decision

. makers and the pubhc of reasonable alternatives that would avoid or minimize ~

g : The draft alternatives are subject to srgmﬁcant,change base on. further X
;: ' ?Id]\gi)s R)l mpact > An Bl governed by the Nations! Enyjggnmenti POhQ)( A Ct S pubhc input and tectiriical analyses. While the draft alternatlves varyin
! ] - emphasis and detail, they share the following measires or “core actions’ that p
An envrronmental rmpact report (EIR)isa pubhc docuirient prepared by a are already accepted bY many stakeholders: :
g state agency ‘that analyzes a project’s s1gn1ﬁcant effects and identifies mitigation . ”

: cs and reasonable alternatives. An EIR is governed by the Cahfornra *  habitat restoration in the Delta and upstr eam of the Delta,
tal anhty Act (CEQA) L reduction in the effects that diversions have on fish, ‘
*  management of anadromous fish,
3 ~» reduction in reliance on exports of water from the Delta,
- “to prepare a joint document that meet both the state and' -+ increase in water supply predictability, = e *
- efﬁc1ent1y as possible. “+ management of water quality, and o
- Ty improveriients to syster'n' reliability. Z
CALFED is prepanng a programmattc—level EIS/ EI compliance with O i
NEPA and CEQA. The programmatic EIS/EIR will focus on the broad policy Beyond their common core actions, the draft alternatrves range from
and resource allocation decisions that are requited to 1mp1ement the program.  those that change the operation of the existing Bay-] ~Delta system to those )
Because of the general nature of t thrs type of EIS/EIR, the pr process will be more . . that restructure the system itself. None ofthe draft altematwes €XC1\1d€ B
~ conceptual than a project-specific environmental documen_t__Srmllarly, the  cither reoperation o restructuring. S
- document will have a more general discussion of impacts, alternatives, and N i
- mitigation measures. The impacts of each a.lternatwe will be identified mcludm - What Are Some Of the Spemflc Issues tO Be :
. feasibility, cost, and benefit. The primary purpose of this document will be R Resolved?
‘ to inform decision makers about the environmental dimengions, partrcularly the. -
4 interrelated and cumulative consequences, of the alternatives, The document will The foﬂowmg are significant issues that have 4
o lead to the selection of 2 comprehensive and balanced plan that addresses :dl of CALFED AGENCIES: L "

Bis &

' the resource problems 1dent1ﬁed as concerns of the Program

x o e e DT ,;vf:‘dechmngﬁshpopulanons,
-'What ls the Pro;ect" B -*Delt;llﬂwate;:qu:hty, ) ; d .
'CALFED hds drafted alternatrve solutlons for the fourrdentrﬁed problems - agricultural and municipal water suppics nn water qu 1ty,

of water quality, ecosystem quality, water supply, and Delta bsystem vulnerabﬂrty ¢ health of the Delta ecosystem;

E hd ftalt p b cion of fioms. stk t al "o oo levee stability in the Delta;
 Bach draft alternative is a combination o’ many ac 1ons,s ‘as operational " 2o direction of water in the Deltaang d tnbutanes,

* land uses in the Delta; RRET

* . wetland, upland, and aquatlc habitats in the Delta and tnbutanes, i
'* . upstream Storage feservoifs; S
i Sacramento -~ *- recreation opportumtles, and
' > power generatton ‘at upstream facrhnes

o Where Are We Headed"

... CALFEDis developmg alist of altematwes tha,t wrll be addressed in the .
EIS/ EIR. This list will be available after Apnl 1,1996 and wlll be marl' '

CVCI’YOHC recervmg thlS notice,

CALFED wrll prepare the programmatrc draft EIS/ EIR and ctrculate it

' for a minimum of 45 days for agency and public: reyiew. Reviewers will be

. requested to provide written comments on the comprehensweness and

. accuracy of the analysis in identifying and analyzing possible impacts'on the
... -environment and ways in which the significant impacts might be avoided or’
, mrtlgated After comments are received and reviewed, CALFED will
prepare written responses to comments and publish the programmatic final’
_EIS/EIR. After a preferred alternative is selected, that set of solution actions -

“will move into environmental review of specific projects. The documegnts -
B prepared in this phase will be srte-specrﬁc and may be short or may be mofe’
detaﬂed dependmg on the PIOJCCt and theissues. :
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